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country. There was some truth in the supposi-
tion. In matters upon which his mind was not
fully made up, Jackson was easily swayed; and his
most intimate "Kitchen" advisers were adepts -at
playing upon his likes and dislikes. He, however,
always resented the insinuation that he was not
his own master, and all testimony goes to show that
when he was once resolved upon a given course
his friends were just as powerless to stop him as
were his enemies.

The Jacksonians were carried into office on a
great wave of popular enthusiasm, and for the
time being all the powers of government were
theirs. None the less, their position was imperiled
almost from the beginning by a breach within the
administration ranks. Calhoun had contented
himself with reelection to the vice presidency in
1828 on the understanding that, after Jackson
should have had one term, the road to the White
House would be left clear for himself. Probably
Jackson, when elected, fully expected Calhoun to
be his successor. Before long, however, the South
Carolinian was given ground for apprehension.
Men began to talk about a second term for Jack-
son, and the White House gave no indication of dis-
approval. Even more disconcerting was the large